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Easter 2021: Living Truths & Sharing Faith 
 Step In, Step Up, and Step Out!  

  
STEP IN 

 

Over a year ago, in the midst of the pandemic shutdown of April 
2020, Pope Francis declared that, "The ideal of the church is 
always with the people and with the sacraments – always!"  

Living Truth  
There is no substitute for the Sacraments 
  
Sharing Faith  
Come to Mass with someone else who wants to receive the 
Eucharist 

It goes without saying that despite 
the necessary efforts to protect the 
greatest number of people from the 
virus, the frustration with the 
situation presented by COVID is 
certainly felt by all. We have now 
lived for over a year in a COVID-
infected world, and there is not a 
soul who has not at some point felt 
bored, depressed, alone, or afraid.  
But doesn’t that kinda sound like 
how the disciples must have felt on 
Holy Saturday?  
 
The empty tomb and the Risen 
Christ changes everything!  
 
He turns the fear of death into the 
joy of salvation. He accompanies 
the two downcast disciples on the 
Road to Emmaus until they 
recognize His presence in the 
“breaking of the bread.” He enters 
through the door of the Upper 
Room where the disciples are 
huddled together in fear and says, 
“Peace be with you.”  He sits and 
has breakfast with Peter, allowing 
him to confess his love anew three 
times, thus making up for his denial 
out of fear.  

 
Truly, we are never alone
- Christ is with us!  
 
The Resurrection, the 
sending of the Holy Spirit, and the 
institution of the sacraments also 
changes the disciples- bored, 
lonely, and afraid- into the Saints 
who conquered the world through 
their faith and love.  
 
Just like the first disciples at the 
first Easter, I truly believe that the 
Risen Christ is personally inviting 
each of us to follow Him out of the 
tomb!  
 
In this newsletter, you will find 
some fellow parishioners’ 
reflections on what the experience 
of Church has been over the past 
year, as well as some hopes and 
concrete steps on how to “Spring 
Back” stronger than ever!  
 
May the grace of Jesus Christ Risen 
from the dead fill you with His Life, 
Love, and Power!   
 
Alleluia! - Fr. Chris  

Coming out of the Tomb of the Pandemic 



Living Truth  
“No one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.” 
(1 Cor 12:3) 
  
Sharing Faith #1 
Study and share the pamphlet “Why the Resurrection 
Matters!” with someone who needs to hear the Good News! 
  
Sharing Faith #2 
Join together with ALL OUR PARISHIONERS in praying the 
Pentecost Novena from May 13-May 22 for an outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon our Church, nation, and world. 

 
The safety measures adapted by the Church- especially at our local parish of All Saints- are 
very, very effective.  It is an established fact that NO churches in the Archdiocese of Boston 
have been identified as a hot spot for spreading COVID. Our dedicated ushers and volunteers 
continue to do an amazing job at keeping our Parish Family safe at Worship.  
 
The pandemic has been effective in revealing the priorities of our hearts.  Our hearts are the 
#1 priority for our Good, Good God. Jesus wants to give his resurrected freedom to our heart. 
The evil one wants to keep us enslaved to our fears and vices, but Jesus has won the victory 
for us, clearly and decisively! The Resurrection empowers all of us to experience the triumph 
of faith, hope, and charity over sin, fear, and unbelief. 
 
 

STEP UP 
 

The JOY movement is an acronym which stands for Jesus, Others, Yourself.  When you live 
your life in this order: putting Jesus first, and others before yourself, then you will experience 
JOY!!! Other Collaboratives in the Archdiocese of Boston are entering into the JOY movement, 
and All Saints Parish is happy to join them. How can you bring Easter JOY to the people in 
your life? We’ll be sharing more about this movement in the coming months.  
 

 
STEP OUT 

 

 
Living Truth  
If we get Jesus right, we will get everything right! 
  
Sharing Faith  
Jesus, 
Others, 
Yourself 
  



Thomas and Amanda 
Cross  
 
What has been your 
experience of Church during 
the pandemic?   
 
During the pandemic, we have 
participated in worship primarily 
through programming offered by 
CatholicTV (typically via their 
YouTube channel).  Although this 
has been a noticeably different 
experience than participating in 
person at All Saints Parish, we 
have found that the content and 

style of this programming 
provides us with a sense of unity 
and a sense of solidarity with the 
regional Catholic community.  As 
isolating as worshipping from 
home sometimes feels, we know 
we are not making this sacrifice 
alone. 
 
How have you grown in your 
spiritual life over the 
past year? 
 
As a couple, we were blessed to 
be able to marry in the church 
this past December (following all 
safety guidelines), and this Easter 
marks the second anniversary of 
Amanda’s initiation into the 
Church through the RCIA 
program.  Preparing for these 
sacraments, we have grown in 
our capacity to acknowledge 
where and when we “fall short” of 
the persons whom the Lord is 
calling us to be.  Through 
participating in these 
sacraments, we have 
recommitted ourselves to one 
another and to our relationship 

with the Lord.      
Our worship has become more 
pensive amid the pandemic; we 
spend more time reflecting on 
what elements of daily life pre- 
(and eventually post-) pandemic 
represent opportunities to grow 
in our faith by approaching them 
with a deeper sense of humility 
and gratitude for the Lord’s 
presence in our lives.  The 
outward stress of the pandemic 
has led us inward (and upward) 
both individually and as a couple. 
 
What hopes do you have for 
our All Saints Parish family 
going forward? 
 
We hope that online/remote 
opportunities to engage with 
parish activities and 
programming (whether 
supplemental to, or independent 
of, in-person events and 
activities) will continue to be 
offered, even when the 
circumstances which prompted 
the shift to the format are finally 
behind us. 

Temiloluwa Oduntan - Newly 

received into the Church at this year’s Easter Vigil  

 

What has been your 
experience of the Church 
during the pandemic? 

My experience of church has 
actually been great. I recently 
joined All Saints Parish and I’ve 
been participating in worship 
by attending Mass when I can 
and also at home by practicing 
daily devotions and spending 
time with the Lord. I’ve also 
participated in worship online 

via the RCIA weekly zoom sessions. This has also 
been of such great help to me. Being gathered 
with other believers on a weekly basis to talk about 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ brings me joy and 
peace. 

 

 

How have you grown in your spiritual life over 
the past year? 

Over the past year, spiritually I’ve grown in such 
tremendous ways that I can’t even fully explain. I 
feel God’s guidance, his grace, and his loving-
kindness on a daily basis. I’m growing with the fruit 
of the spirit and with God’s Holy Spirit right beside 
me. I’m much more at peace because I know that 
God has a plan for my life, just like he does for 
yours and I’ve grown to understand that I don’t 
want my will to be done but I want more than 
anything that God’s will be done in every aspect of 
my life. I am a work in progress but I know that I 
am loved by the most high and that is more than 
enough. 

 

What hopes do you have for our All Saints 
Parish family going forward? 

I don’t necessarily have any concrete ideas at the 
moment, but I do pray for the growth of the 
church in every area and for the grace of God to 
continue to serve him in truth and in spirit. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Carmen 
Vaquerano 

  
¿Cuál ha sido su 
experiencia de iglesia 
durante la pandemia? 

Yo respondería que no 
fue fácil estar con 
nuestras celebraciones 
en línea, porque ver al 
Señor Jesús por medio 
de una pantalla en las 
redes sociales y no tener 
la oportunidad de 
recibirlo fue algo muy 

duro, pero también este hecho me hizo reflexionar 
que hoy tengo que asistir con más frecuencia a 
visitarlo y a recibirlo porque no sabemos si en un 
futuro esto vuelva a suceder. 

¿Cómo ha crecido su vida espiritual este año? 

Este año 2020 nos dejó muchas experiencias, 
valorar más la oración en familia ya que por el corre 
y corre del día a día, no había tiempo para 
compartir y orar en familia esto me ha ayudado a 
conocer y fortalecer mi fe en Dios porque a pesar 
de toda esta situación de la pandemia, él nos 
mantiene con vida y salud. 

 

¿Qué esperas de nuestra familia parroquial de 
Todos los Santos en el futuro? 

Que todos seamos una familia en la oración y nos 
ayudemos mutuamente. 

 

How has your church experience been during 
the pandemic? 

I would say that it was not easy to be with our 
celebrations online only because seeing the Lord 
Jesus through a screen on social media and not 
having the opportunity to receive Him was a very 
different thing, but also this fact made me reflect 
that today I have to visit and receive Him more 
often because we do not know if in the future this 
will happen again. 

How have you grown in your spiritual life over 
the past year? 

This year 2020 left us many experiences, to value 
more family prayer, since with the busyness of life, 
there was no time to share and pray as a family. 
This has helped me to know and strengthen my 
faith in God because, despite this whole situation 
of the pandemic, he keeps us alive and healthy. 

What hopes do you have for our All Saints 
Parish family going forward? 

That we may all be a family in prayer and that we 
may help each other.  

Tony Feliu - Stephen 
Ministry Leader at All Saints Parish  

Thank God for Second 
Chances 
The musings of Tony Feliu … 
Around the world, schools have 
been shuttered for a year. But 

people of all ages have been 
learning lessons no school could 
teach. 

We’ve learned that we are more 
dependent on one another than 
we care to admit.  We’ve learned 
that technology is not the end-all.  
And that, yes, toilet roll is as 
essential for life as is oxygen in the 
air or a mobile phone in our 
pocket. 

But wait.  There’s been another 
important lesson ... Some people 
have shown more compassion and 
caring than anyone could have 
possibly imagined.   

I point specifically to the 
healthcare workers who every day 
risk their lives to save lives. 
Although some COVID patients 
followed the guidelines of medical 
experts, others did not.  But these 
brave healthcare workers do not 

judge.  All cases are equal.  Of 
course everyone is equally cared 
for.  Aren’t we all equal in the eyes 
of God? 

At the same time, we are finding 
citizens who choose to spread 
disinformation for the sole 
purpose of hurting others.  
Confusing, isn’t it? 

Our faith assures us that God did 
not cast the Coronavirus upon us. 
God is pure goodness. We are his 
children.  He loves us.  How or why 
could he have possibly put us in 
this predicament?  The 
Coronavirus is an accident of 
nature. No more. No less. 

It’s our world. We made it out of 
the perfect world God created for 
us. 

Now, about second chances. 
Anybody care for a do-over?  ■ 



Dan and Liz Brosnan  

   Undoubtably, 2020 was a 
difficult year for the Brosnan 
Family as well as for all families.  
Our lives were upended, and we 
faced many obstacles.  However, 
one of the Brosnan’s greatest 
challenges was sadly our inability 
to attend the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass and receive the Most Holy 
Eucharist.  It was a conscious 
decision on our part in order to 
keep our family, particularly our 
young grandson, safe and free 
from the COVID-19 Coronavirus.  
We must say that this decision 
affected us deeply.  However, 
although we were absent from 
the pews of All Saints Church, our 
faith survives and even thrives. 

 

      We have always realized the 
importance of Church, perhaps 
even more so during the past 
year.  Prior to the pandemic we 
would not have ever thought of 
missing Sunday Mass.  
Fortunately, the Catholic Church 
has expanded its efforts to reach 
out in new ways, as well as the 
tried-and-true methods.  We’ve 
been able to be a part of Sunday 
Mass at All Saints via Facebook.  
(Thank you, Father Chris, and all 
involved.)  We also feel part of 
the larger Church Community 
through participation in the Mass 
and other events on Catholic TV 
and Catholictv.com.  (Thank you, 
Bishop Reed.) 

  

          As much as we appreciate 
the opportunity to participate in 
the Mass and other services via 
television and computer, it still is 
not the same as attending in 
person.  The inability to receive 
the Blessed Sacrament is a 
source of regret and 
disappointment.  Also, being 
physically separated from our 
parish family is another 
challenge.  The celebration of the 
Mass may not be a social event, 
but it is a community event, and 
community is very much a part of 
Church.  Someone wrote that the 
last year has been like a 400-day 
Lent.  We agree, but we look 
forward to a most glorious 
“Easter” when we can ALL gather 
together again. 

 

         Despite the difficulties, we 
do feel we have grown in our 
spiritual lives over the past year.  
In addition to participating in the 
Mass and other services on 
television, radio and on-line, we 
have both set more time aside 
each day for prayer.  
Morning, Evening and 
Night-time prayers 
provide a rhythm of 
scripture, meditation 
and intercessory prayer 
that allows us to focus 
on God and our 
relationship with Him.  
Recitation of and 
meditation on The 
Rosary is an important 
part of our day.  In 
addition, we each have 
a variety of other 
prayers that we 
faithfully offer daily.  
Perhaps Saint Paul’s 
words to the 
Thessalonians give us 
the best 
encouragement for 
prayer in difficult times.  
“Rejoice always.  Pray 
without ceasing.  In all 
circumstances give 

thanks, for this is the will of God 
for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 

         We have all heard 
pessimistic views of the future, 
but we are optimistic and full of 
hope for All Saints Parish and for 
the Church as a whole.  All Saints 
has continued to be an active and 
a growing Parish Community, 
even during the pandemic, and 
has done an incredible job in 
reaching out and involving those 
who have been worshiping 
remotely.  Much is being done on
-line as well as in person to meet 
the needs of our parishioners and 
no one has expressed to us a 
feeling of being isolated by the 
Church for not being physically 
present.  From all those with 
whom we have spoken, we hear 
a desire to return to in-person 
worship and attendance at The 
Mass.  Pope Francis once said 
that “a spark of divine light is 
within each of us.”  That light has 
continued to burn, and we 
expect its glow to shine 
brilliantly. 



 

Investing in the Future of All Saints Parish 
Dear All Saints Family: 

As we mentioned in the Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2020 that was published in December, the sale of        
St. Joseph School has allowed us to pay off all debt!  Because of our pro-active approach in evaluating 
and prioritizing the Parish’s long-term Capital Needs, the RCAB reduced the tax on the school sale and 
allowed us to divide our net proceeds into two accounts:  one available for any parish expense, the other 
for capital improvements only.   

With these capital improvement funds, we have begun to tackle some long-deferred and much-needed 
work on our Church building and Rectory. Our Buildings & Grounds Committee has worked diligently to 
gather multiple competitive quotes for all of the projects we have tackled and those scheduled for the 
next few months.  

So Far This Fiscal Year, We Have Completed: 

• Installed new pumps in the Parish Hall 
pump chamber and completed an upgrade 
to the alarm system for that chamber 

• Completed  gutter cleaning and coating on 
the Blaisdell Street side of the Church 

• Installed a new hot water heater in the 
Church 

• Completed tree removal and trimming 
around the Church and Rectory 

• Ordered a new bell system (to be installed 
in May) so that our church bells will once 
again joyfully ring for our parishioners,  
visitors, and community 

• Repaired the upper level roof on the 
Church 

• Repaired leaks on the Rectory roof 

April 2021 Masonry repairs/
repointing on the Church 
building and the planters in 
front of the Church 

$39,250 

May 2021 Bat remediation to remove 
our flying friends from the 
Church building 

$18,000 

 Repair of leaks/
renovations for two 
bathrooms in the Rectory 

$15,660 

June 2021 Repainting of the exterior 
of the Church windows 

$27,670 

Upcoming Projects This Fiscal Year include: 

As we enter Fiscal Year 2022 (beginning July 1st), we will have reserve funds for the first time in a few 
years. That being said, we need to be strategic in how we spend our money on necessary improvements 
to the Church/Rectory so we don’t deplete our reserves. To help preserve our funds, we have created a 
“Capital Improvement Half-Match” campaign, the goal being that we only withdraw 50% of our reserve 
funds for needed capital improvements coming up this year and make up the other half through 
parishioner donations. For example, the window painting project would be funded by a withdrawal of 
$13,835 from our funds and a $13,835 parishioner match.  

We realize that the pandemic has been a financially challenging time for many, so we humbly ask for your 
prayerful consideration as to whether you can help the parish invest in the future. It is a tremendous 
blessing that we are finally able to move beyond just keeping up with repairs and now have a plan for 
sustained maintenance and growth! Each project we complete will help us in our mission of making 
disciples and will be an investment for future generations of parishioners at All Saints. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 
The All Saints Parish Finance Council 

Tom Mortimer, Chair; Deacon Peter Richardson; Dan Brosnan; Pat Guyot; Tara Salvi;  Rev. Christopher Wallace, 
Pastor:  Mary Mottolo, Business Manager; Deacon Mike Curran, RCAB Merrimack Region Financial Consultant  

Fiscal Year 2022/23 Projects Will Address Interior Needs, 
Including:  

• New Boiler for the Church 

• New HVAC system for the Church 

Projected cost:  
$150,000 



Novena Prayer   
“Veni Creator Spiritus”  

(Come Holy Spirit) 
 

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest, and in our hearts 
take up Thy rest; Come with Thy grace and heavenly 

aid, to fill the hearts which Thou hast made. 
 

O Comforter, to Thee we cry, O highest gift of God 
Most High; O fount of life and fire of love, and sweet 

anointing from above. 
 

Thou in Thy sevenfold gifts are known; The finger of 
God's hand we own; The promise of the Father, Thou; 

Who dost the tongue with power endow. 
 

Kindle our senses from above, and make our hearts 
overflow with love; with patience firm and virtue 

high, the weakness of our flesh supply. 
 

Far from us drive the foe we dread, and grant us Thy 
true peace instead; So shall we not, with Thee for 

guide, turn from the path of life aside. 
 

O may Thy grace on us bestow, the Father and the 
Son to know; and Thee through endless times 

confessed, of both the eternal Spirit blest. 
 

All glory while the ages run, be to the Father and the 
Son; Who rose from death, the same to Thee, O Holy 

Ghost, eternally.  
 
 

Let Us Pray: 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful, and 

enkindle in them the fire of your Love. Send forth 
your Spirit Lord, and they shall be created; and You 

shall renew the face of the earth.  
 

O God, Who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did 
instruct the hearts of Your faithful, grant that by that 

same Holy Spirit, we may be truly wise and ever 
rejoice in His consolations; Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Pray this prayer every day from Ascension Thursday to Pentecost  
Sunday (May 13-22, 2021) 


